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(THE MEETI NG CAME TO ORDER AT 1:10 P. M)

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS
We're going to begin the Parks Committee and we'll start with the
pl edge of allegiance |ed by Legislator Carpenter.

( SALUTATI ON)

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS
We have three cards. |'mgoing to begin with Theresa Sullivan, who is
going to speak on |.R 1953.

MS.  SULLI VAN

H. M name is Theresa Sullivan. |'ma Suffolk County resident. And
| wanted to cone down today to just share ny experiences specifically
at Coindre Hall with you to hopefully give you a greater insight into
how nuch it really neans to the comrunity.

Real | y paranount to understanding nmy concern is understandi ng that ny
dog isn't just an animal to me. For those of us who don't have
children or cannot have children, our dogs are our lives, they're our
famly, they are our children.

And |'ve heard many different argunents agai nst having dogs run free
anywhere. And the biggest one is, well, you know, you really shoul d
consider getting a fenced-in backyard. | have a fenced-in backyard.

I walk nmy dog two miles every day, but nothing can conpare to the play
and the exercise that he gets by interacting with other animals. And
so to me to have ny child wal k around the block for twenty minutes is
not sufficient to tell himthat | care about himand his health.

The biggest thing about Coindre Hall that | think everyone really
needs to understand is that without play and interacting with other
dogs, they are not socialized properly. M dog has learned a |ot from
interacting with other aninmals, especially in his youth when he was
just a puppy, he learned his rank, he |learned behavior that was
appropriate and maybe not appropriate. He had a lot of firsts down at
Coindre Hall, he |learned how to swim

And what it really becones for ne is a quality of life issue. If |
did not have Coindre Hall to bring my dog down, | really honestly
don't know what | would do. Like |I said, a walk around the bl ock
really is not sufficient at the end of the day. And I think about
someti mes not being able to bring himdown there, | feel sort of
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hel pless. I, | honestly cannot even begin to tell you what | would
do.

You know, we're all responsible dog owners. W clean up after our
pets, we police each other. And | seriously think about it and I'm
wonderi ng what the biggest objections to having animals run free is.
And |'ve heard several different argunents. |1've heard aninmal feces
argunment s about, you know, contaminating the environment. |'mnot a
scientist, but | can tell you we pick up after our dogs.

The thing that conmes to mind to ne is the business that perhaps
they' re doing out of Coindre Hall with the weddi ng busi ness and al

that, and that woul d probably be a financial issue. Wat | would
propose is |I'd be willing to pay noney, you know, aside fromthe green
key and all that. 1'd be willing to pay a nenbership fee, I'd be
willing to -- | think everybody would do whatever it takes to be able
to secure that property to enjoy.

I don't know if any of have you been down at Coindre Hall, but | can
tell you it is areal comunity. W have barbecues, we neet at each
others' homes, |'ve nade a lot of long lasting friends at Coindre
Hall. And | just think that to take that away would be really taking
away a huge sense of conmunity that |'ve gained in Huntington

LEG ALDEN:
Di d sonebody tell you that the dog run was going to be taken away?

M5. SULLI VAN

Well, | amsort of confused. 1've only been coning down to Coindre
Hall since March and |I'm sort of confused as to where we were with
everything. | was not able to make the last neeting, but |I have cone

to a lot of the Hdog neetings, and from my understanding they're
trying to close it entirely or construct dog runs.

LEG ALDEN:
Who is trying to close it entirely?

M5. SULLI VAN

Wel |, apparently there's a | oophole where as it exists right now, it
really doesn't exist, that it was a pilot programthat had been
started | guess a couple of years back and it sort of fell through the
cracks. As it exists right now, it's just a place where your dog can
go during certain hours and run free w thout any dog run or without
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any encl osures.

LEG ALDEN:
The only thing | have is just an answer to the question that you
posed, why sone people might want to regul ate dogs. |'ve been bitten

four tines by dogs and al so one tine by a dog that was on a | eash
wher e the nei ghbor said, oh, don't worry about the dog, and it went
and ended up biting nme. So that's a real good reason why sone
Legislative Districts or Legislative, maybe nunicipalities and things
Iike that have |aws that requires dogs to be on | eashes.

And the other thing is, you' re a responsible dog ower, a |lot of
people aren't. And | can tell you the couple of parks over by ny
house, the people that let their dogs and animals run in there, they
don't pick up after them So that's a huge -- and that can be, nunber
one, a huge health problem And the Chai rwomman of this departnment
knows all about that and put a | ot of things on the record about that
contam nation and things |ike that.

But the other thing is if we have to start having County enpl oyees go
in there and pick up after people that have dogs that go and run or
let themrun wild and things of that nature, that can be quite
expensive. And in this tine, we're in alittle bit of a budget crunch
as it is, so to hire people that would have to pick up after, you
know, dog owners or dogs, that's not fair. And that's not fair to

anybody that wants to use the park, you know, for what it was normally
i ntended for.

M5. SULLI VAN

Right. Well, | nean | absolutely can't control the actions of other
people, but | do know that we do police each other. |If nmy dog is, is,
you know, taking care of business and | don't see himdoing it,
someone will walk up to me and say sonmething. And really |I guess the
whol e subj ect, you know, is pretty controversial. |'mjust sort of
concerned about Coindre Hall.

LEG ALDEN:
VWl l, we have to be concerned with all of Suffolk County.

MS. SULLI VAN
Ri ght.

LEG ALDEN

file:/IIH|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/pk/2002/pk100302R.htm (4 of 53) [10/31/2002 8:49:01 AM]



And unfortunately, Coindre Hall is very, very inconvenient for ne to
get to, I'mdown here on the south shore in Islip, but the parks that
are down here that | can get to |look at, unfortunately |I'mvery, very
di sappointed with the people that bring their dogs in there, because
the dogs are allowed to go about and really contani nate the place and
that's not a fair thing to do either.

MS. SULLI VAN:
Sur e.

LEG ALDEN:

Wth the idea that, you know, when you do that, what are you sayi ng,
you know, |ike, oh, okay, Suffolk County, go and hire sonmebody to go
and pick up after ne and ny dog?

M5. SULLI VAN

Well, no, but it just amazes ne, | nmean if you look, if you look in

Suffolk and -- I"msorry, in New York City, if you look in Chicago, if
you |l ook in San Francisco, there's thousands of cities that have very
successful dog runs. So it can be done and it is being done. | nean

New York City has nore free space for dogs to run than any other place
on Long Island, which is sort of ironic, considering that it's such a
l[imted space. So | nean it can be done. There's, you know, there's
ways and neans to do it. If it nmeans --

LEG ALDEN:
Central Park is probably bigger than Suffolk County, isn't it or --

MS. SULLI VAN:
Yeah, but it's not just Central Park. There's |like ten dog runs
t hroughout M dtown Manhattan that aren't --

LEG ALDEN:
They al so have how many, there's ten or twenty nillion people, ten,
ten, there's nmore than ten nillion people, right, in New York City?

MS.  SULLI VAN
Right. But what |'msaying is there's no place on Suffol k County
where you can legally take your dog for off |eash exercise.

LEG ALDEN:
You' re taking your dog to Coindre Hall.

M5. SULLI VAN
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Right. Illegally, on the books, according to the | aw.

LEG ALDEN:
Do you still do it?

MS. SULLI VAN
Absol utely.

LEG ALDEN:
Al right.

MS. SULLI VAN

Way should | -- what I'msaying is if | get caught down at Coindre
Hall with ny dog off the | eash, | pay a seventy-five dollar fine. So
why not charge nme a hundred and fifty dollars, and everybody el se, the
hundr eds of people who would want to use the park, charge thema
menbership fee yearly and that would, you know, alleviate the cost of
havi ng soneone cone down to do whatever it is, you know, that you
think they would need to do, to pick up, to maintain, to whatever.

I nean even if you look at West Hills Park, which | had brought ny dog
down to, that was initially the only park that | thought there was,
it's just a big pile of dirt. | mean it's not nmaintained, it's not
anything. So wouldn't you rather go down to Coindre Hall where it's
beautiful and there's grass and water and --

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS
Ckay. Thank you.

MS. SULLI VAN:
Ckay. | just didn't know if you wanted to answer.

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS

The only thing that | have to tell you is that this bill will be
tabl ed today and there has to be an environnmental study that wll be
perforned. And the fact that you just nentioned is that Coindre Hal
does go down into water and that's one of the exact reasons why it
probably is not the perfect place for it.

MS. SULLI VAN
Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS
El i zabet h Koerner, dog parKks.

M5. KCERNER:

file:/IH|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/pk/2002/pk100302R.htm (6 of 53) [10/31/2002 8:49:01 AM]



Good norning -- afternoon, actually. Ckay. | reside in Northport
Village for many, many years, a lifelong resident of the Township of

Huntington, born and bred in Huntington Village, so |I know Coi ndre
Hall quite well. | guess you can already surmse |I'm speaking to
1953.

In the Village |'mvery active on nany issues, and one issue very near
and dear to ny heart is the environment. | served for several years
on the Harbor Committee. Qur challenge there was to try and cl ean up
the then polluted Northport Harbor.

And that fed into the LMRP | ocal waterfront rejuvenation plan, and we
were very successful there in declaring Northport Harbor a

no-di scharge zone. And many of you will know what that means, it
means that the boats can't dunp their waste into Northport Harbor.
And the LWRP of Northport worked in conjunction with the LWRP of
Huntington to declare and, you know, try to clean up Huntington

Har bor .

And | amcurrently serving on the Parks Commttee, which our duties
are to plan and nonitor the parks, which are right on the water in
Nor t hport .

And while serving on the LWRP, we worked with many, many State

agenci es, including the Long Island Sound Study and the, the State
agenci es, the environnental State agencies that nmonitor these things,
and we did secure a punp-out boat. And we worked with the two yacht
clubs in Northport, in the Centerport/Northport Yacht Cub. And
bel i eve Huntington Harbor did all the sane.

And one of the major pollutants in the water is human waste going in
with the boating popul ation, and now that they have punp out boats
floating around, we certainly hope that doesn't happen. And the

har bors, both harbors are recovering.

Ani mal waste is another problem W allow now dogs to go into Village
Park. As you enter Main Street facing the water, the park to the
right is Village Park. And the reason we started all owi ng dogs there
on | eashes was to discourage the Canadi an geese that are a ngjor
problem for pollutants. And that seens to be successful, because the
pollutants, the solid waste, yes, can be picked up, but not the liquid
waste. They all become part of the water shed, which feeds into storm
water runoff every time it rains.
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Let me see here, | think | junmped ahead. W did secure nmany, nany
grants, one for the punp out boat. And this environnentally sensitive
area is Coindre Hall right on the water. One rain, there it all goes
into the now recovering harbor. This is a travesty.

I love dogs, |I'ma passionate animal lover. M/ large collie took his
last breath in ny arms. | would no sooner hurt an aninal than, you
know, than a human

Let ne see here. The two connecting harbors, you know, there's no
fence. |If Huntington Harbor is polluted, Northport Harbor is
polluted. And | don't have a problemw th that, many people do and,
you know what, it's not a problem it's an issue. Solid waste, as |
said, can, can be picked up, but not the Iiquids.

And this young | ady before ne nmentioned water, that's exactly it,
there is water there. |'msure where nany of the other Suffolk County
parks lie there is water.

And this weekend we had our great, excuse ne, we had our great Cow
Harbor Day and | witnessed nyself many, nmany dogs. And | was asked by
one of the Cow Harbor Day Committee persons what do you think would be
an i mprovenent or whatever fromlast year, you know, this year, |ast

year, so forth. And one of the suggestions | first said, | said dogs.
There were dogs all over the place. These dogs don't live in the
village, they're all, they're all -- we wel come everybody, we include

everybody, but there were nore dogs there al nost than people.

I witnessed ny next door neighbor, who is eighty-five years old, that
was down at her church, a dog ran out on one of those retractable

| eashes and she alnost fell. | witnessed two other dogs having a
fight on | eashes, all these people mulling around baby carriages. |
saw anot her | eash go out right across a baby in a stroller and the
nmot her was scream ng

Dogs bel ong hone. They belong in the quiet, the cool. There were
dogs there that were upset, they were thirsty, carrying on, they
didn't know where they were, they were confused. This is a quality of
life issue for the people that use the waters, the beaches. This is a
safety issue. Dogs belong in their own environnent. | would no

| onger subject ny |oving dog to Cow Harbor Day or di seases, etcetera,
and be kind of, in a word, selfish and ruin the water for other people
that like to swminit. And never mnd the fishes and the turtles
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and the so forth.

And | find something very interesting. |'ma person that at this
stage in ny life does not need to be validated. | know where |'m
coming from | know where I'mgoing. But it was very, very
conforting, | saw on Channel 12, Peter Kohler, the editorial, right,
the editorial by him And yes, he invited us to call in and I did.
And | gave permi ssion to use ny nanme on the web site, | don't know if

they did. But he said sonething that |'ve been saying a while, they
want this, fine, buy your own, it's a private club.

To accept -- to expect the Suffolk County to provide you with this and
this, where does it stop? Then the next person and the next person.

That's it. Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS
Thank you. Panela Schmdlin.

M5. SCHM DLI N

H . Can you hear me? Okay. |'mbasically here to talk about dog
parks. |I'mhear to tal k about dog parks, hopefully in all County
parks, if not half, a quarter to start out with, one would be nice. |
know we have West Hills. If we could fix that up, that woul d be
great.

Actually, I'mright down the road in Bl ydenburgh, we had a dog wal k,

everything went snoothly. There might have been a few little dog
counteractions, not even little fights, maybe a few dogs, you know,

pl ayi ng roughly anmong each other, everything was fine. The owners
were able to control them

Yes, | had to clean up. | took ny little doggie bag, | did have to
clean up ny dog, after ny dog. | haven't seen -- | went back since,
haven't seen anything | aying around. W do clean up.

H, G nny, how you doing? |'msorry you mssed the dog park, by

the -- the dog walk, by the way. | wish -- | did invite you and again
I wish you were there, you would have loved it, you would have seen
how peopl e and their dogs do interact. N ce of you to listen to ne.

That's basically what |"mhere for. |'mhere for nmy dog. They nean
so nuch to ne. M friends have their dogs, they're our saviors. W
don't save them |I,l actually got both of ny dogs fromthe pound
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from actually Long Island, the North Shore Aninmal League. | |ove
them They saved ne, | didn't save them They -- okay, |I'mgoing to
try not to cry.

Just please, we think if you' re thinking about voting it down, please
rethink your position. I'mtrying to nmake it as brief as possible.
They just nean so nuch. ©Ch, and as far as cleaning up, | worked in
Suf fol k County parks, |'ve cleaned up after humans nore than ani nmal s.
I worked at Smth Point County Park, so | know what it's |like to have
to clean up. |1've worked in the bathroons there, they're not the
greatest thing in the world, the humans are a | ot messier than aninmals
there. So, okay, thank you.

LEG FOLEY:
Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Thank you. By the way, | do know how dogs interact. | didn't have to
see, witness it, |'ve had dogs, | do know.

Lance Mall anb and Steve Gttelman. You have a minute and a hal f each,
no.

MR G TTELMAN:

Steve Gttelman. Good afternoon. Thank you for neeting with us
again. Thank you for having Budget Review join us. As requested by
the Committee --

LEG ALDEN:

It's not themjoining us, it's just evidence that we do have speakers
in the back and that people do know what's going on even when they're
not at the horseshoe, because we didn't summobns them they just
appear ed.

MR G TTELMAN:
It's amazing. Did you have a buzzer or sonething or just by virtue --

LEG ALDEN:
No. It's by magic.

MR POLLERT:
Just |istening.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
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No, the mcrophones are on. |It's Big Brother.

MR G TTELMAN:
Fred was -- put together the neeting as suggested, and perhaps Fred
will tell you what the outcome of the neeting was.

MR POLLERT:

I"'min the process of drafting out a nenmo to all the menbers of the
Committee. There was a neeting with the Budget Review Ofice,
representatives of the Vanderbilt, Paul Sabatino, the Law Depart nent
and a series of questions were drafted out that were sent to Fleet

I nvest nent Services | ooking for some guidance with respect to
benchmarks and criteria that should be used in the distribution of
funds for the nuseum both during 2002 and in future years.

Specific questions were with respect to what was the i nmedi ate outl ook
in 2002. The trust fund responded with a nmeno on Cctober 1st, which

| ai d out responses to the questions. They then sent a letter on

Cct ober 2nd saying that they had been misinformed with respect to the
restrictions on the trust fund being |lifted and they corrected sone
information that was included in the neno of Cctober 1st.

W called Fleet Investnent Services this norning. They're in the
process of redrafting a third neno to clarify their responses to our
questions and to provide sone guidance to the Legislature with respect
to investnent benchmarks. The nenmo hopefully will be prepared in
short order.

Their current estinmates are that as a best case scenario, they will be
able to distribute 1.2 million dollars this year with restrictions.
The worst case scenario, they will be able to do a distribution of

roughly one million dollars. A middle ground is that the nuseum wi ||
be short with a distribution of approximately 1.1 million dollars, so
there will be about a one hundred thousand dollar shortfall

Because the shortfall is smaller than we had antici pated based upon
their sale of bonds, there does not appear to be the sense of urgency
that a Certificate of Necessity would be required to change the

i nvestment guidelines prior to Fleet being able to prepare a neno to
the Legislature with respect to responses to our questions of

Sept enber 25th. They had indicated to ne that they would have no
probl em being able to do a distribution of 1.2 million dollars if
directed by the Legislature, even if they were directed later on in
the year with three nonths left, they would be able to do the
distribution of 1.2 million dollars if directed by the Legi sl ator.
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So clearly, it would be a benefit to have their response prior to
having to do a Certificate of Necessity.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS

MR, POLLERT:
So that's the update.

MR G TTELMAN:

Their response was predicated on the information that they had at
hand. And the information they had at hand was the | egislation as
they believed it to exist. The reality of it is, is that the nmuseum
and i nvestnent counsel were never provided, perhaps we should not be
provided, with the |egislation as passed.

Now, it is true that there are public foruns for us to obtain copies
of past legislation. However, we did not know that the clause,
realized capital gains within the cal endar year, had been injected
into the proposed legislation until the commttee neeting in, | guess
about a nonth and a half ago.

MR SABATI NO

| just have to interject. | just dictated a letter to ny secretary
before | canme to this neeting to Fleet telling them|'m absolutely
astoni shed that we've had | egislation on the books with the
restrictions for seven years and they're giving us investnent advice
based on no know edge of what the guidelines were, what the
restrictions were. It's beyond ny conprehension. | just wote a
tough letter saying | want answers.

MR, G TTELMAN:
| understand --

MR SABATI NG

This is an absurdity. The nenp on Cctober 1st states that there's no
probl em based on the | anguage of the legislation, and a day |later they
wite a letter saying that we weren't aware of the restrictions, this
must be a new devel opnent. The restrictions have been in the bil
since 1994.

MR POLLERT:

But nore inportantly, the restriction was also included in the RFP
that they currently were awarded, so all the resolutions with the
restrictions were included in the RFP. W have al ways sent them
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copi es of the resolutions approved by the Legislature and we have had
nmont hly conversations with themdetailing our concerns. So frankly,
we were al so taken back in our conversation this norning when he said
he was not aware that there was a restriction, because we've been
carboning himon the nenbs and have been dealing with himas well.

MR G TTELMAN:
But as nmuch as he was not aware, neither were here.

MR SABATI NO

These are our investnent advisors, these guys are getting paid from
the fund and they wote a nmeno on October 1st, | junped out of ny
chair last night when | saw t he new neno.

MR G TTELMAN:
Vell, but --

MR SABATI NG
I went ballistic. These guys are getting paid by us and they don't
know what they're doing.

MR, G TTELMAN:

Well, | would even take it one step further and say to you that the
museum who is the recipient of these funds, was not aware of the
change. GCkay. So --

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Doesn't it say in the resolution --

MR SABATI NO
There's no change. Now, | have to one nore time --

MR, G TTELMAN:
Now, wait a second, there is a change --

MR SABATI NG
I'' m exasperated because there is no change, there is no change.

MR G TTELMAN:
| beg to differ with you.

MR SABATI NG
There's no change, there's no change, there's no change.

MR G TTELMAN:
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Vell, wait a second.

MR SABATI NG
The | aw has been the sane since from begi nning.

MR G TTELMAN:
No. The legislation as submtted by Legislator Cooper for this year
had this clause deleted. Ckay.

LEG FOLEY:
It wasn't approved.

MR SABATI NG
How many tines is this record going to be distorted. |'mgoing to say
it one nore tine.

MR G TTELMAN:
I'"'mnot distorting anything.

MR SABATI NG

The |l egislation has not been changed. The |egislation, every eighteen
mont hs or every twel ve nont hs dependi ng on the particul ar
circunstances is sinply recycled, re-enacted to extend the period of
time. The only change that's taken place fromthe seven years was we
junped fromone mllion to 1.2. and that happened about two cycles
ago. It was one mllion --

MR G TTELMAN:
| understand your viewpoint --

MR SABATI NO
-- one mllion, one mllion, and then it went to 1.2, 1.2, 1.2.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Have you read the old resolutions and the original --

MR G TTELMAN:

Yes. W have copies of the resolutions as submtted. W were under
the inmpression the resolution was passed as subnmitted. W were not at
any tinme made aware that a change in the resolution had occurred.

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Fr om when?
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MR G TTELMAN:
When it was submitted in -- in fact, we have copies we can show.

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Fr om when?

MR, MALLAMO
Actually --

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Let ne just go back to --

MR G TTELMAN:
kay - -

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
-- when are you saying that there was a change?

MR G TTELMAN:
What happened was is that we provided -- we hel ped Legi sl ator Cooper
draft the legislation.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Wen? | need dates.

MR G TTELMAN:
For this year's cycle.

MR MALLAMO
Decenber of --

CHAI RPERSCON FI ELDS:
2001?

VMR G TTELMAN:

Yes.
12
MR, MALLAMO
We had been brought, asked by Legi sl ator Caracciol o of the Finance
Conmittee to attend a neeting |last Cctober, | believe it was Cctober

30th, asking us to explain, they predicted a five hundred and fifty
t housand dol I ar shortfall for this year. So the prediction was nade
| ast year that there would be no gains this year for 2002. So we

specifically addressed that issue in the legislation, realizing that
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the prediction was there would be no realized gains in 2002, where
there would be very limted, that we would have access to gai ns nade
in previous years.

W had researched that issue. It had been indicated that that was
within the present investor laws of New York State. So we worked with
Legi sl ator Cooper to address that specifically. That was submtted.

It was a tine when his aide was changing, | understand, we were never
advi sed that the draft was submtted, was changed until after it was
adopt ed.

MR G TTELMAN:
When we spoke --

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
But in the past seven years, hasn't it always been the sane?

VR MALLAMO
Yes.

MR G TTELMAN:

Yes. But we -- what we're trying to say to you, okay, and we can be
yel l ed over and we can -- what we're saying to you is that the draft
as submtted by Legislator Cooper, and the draft, that we worked out
with Legislator Cooper, was the draft that we believed was the final
draft. Somehow, the draft as submtted was sent to investnment
counsel. W don't send out |egislation.

MR MALLAMO
We don't do that.

MR G TTELMAN:

We don't do that. Okay? I|nvestnment counsel and the nmuseum has been
goi ng under the assunption that the | aw as passed was the sane as the
draft as subnitted, because we were never apprised as to any changes
in the law. Ckay.

LEG ALDEN:

On that note, the -- that counsel, that's really inadequate for them
to even operate on the assunption that a draft would be passed and no
| awyer that | know woul d actually operate on that assunption.

MR G TTELMAN:

I''mnot speaking as to what investnent counsel did, |'mspeaking as to
what we did. Okay. We're the fools, if you want to put it that way,
because we' ve been goi ng under assunptions --
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CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS:
But aren't they also, didn't they --

LEG ALDEN
W' re paying them

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS:
-- read the RFP, didn't they read the RFP?

MR G TTELMAN:

You have two separate entities. Okay. W do not nmanage | egislative
counsel, you do. Ckay. You manage as well. Al right. W're comng
before you and saying that we were not under the inpression that the
law is the way it is witten. Gay. W are telling you that one of
the reasons why we have not |ooked upon this as a crisis was because
we have | ooked upon the ability of the fund to draw fromrealized
gains without the limtation of realized gains within the cal endar
year.

You can put me on a |lie detector test, that's what we believed. Ckay.
And the reality of it is is that we, we answered | ast year the
possibility as projected by Budget Review that there would be a
shortfall. GCkay. And the way in which we answered it was twofold.
One was to say that we can't absorb the shortfall, and two, that the
foll owing change in the legislation has to occur, and, therefore, we
worked with the sponsor.

Now, in speaking with Legislator Cooper, he was not aware of the
change. He may, or his aide may have been, but he was not aware of
the change. Okay? So what happened --

LEG ALDEN:
Legi sl ation proposed it.

MR G TTELMAN:

When he proposed it, he proposed it with our | anguage, which there
were two changes in the legislation | wish to bring to your attention,
they're critical. One change was the |anguage linited to realized
capital gains. The second change was sonething the nuseumclearly
woul d never want to do, clearly | doubt Legislator Cooper woul d want
to do, is that the beginning of the funding would cormence on the date
of the passage of the bill.
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Now, two years ago, that happened by accident, okay, where the

begi nning of funding occurred in the nddle of the year and we had to
get a Cof Nto reverse that, okay, because obviously we can't wait
till the mddle of the year in order to have the fundi ng stream begin.
Certainly the changes that were made in the | egislation were not made
by, you know, reflecting the experience that we had suffered at the
hands of prior changes. So when Legi sl ator Cooper submtted it, he
was not sonehow nade aware, investnent counsel wasn't nade aware.

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS:

Wait, wait, wait. |f anybody is a Legislator and they ask our counsel
to draw up a bill, it behooves every one of the Legislators to read
what they get back before they file it. It's got a cover letter

saying if this is in accordance with your --

LEG CARPENTER:
It reflects the intention of the Legislature.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:

Absol utely, you probably know it by heart. So it behooves you to read
your legislation. And if | put in a bill that, you know, knocks
everybody's salary by fifty percent and | don't read it and it gets
passed, shanme on ne.

LEG ALDEN:
| did that, they didn't pass it.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS
Ri ght .

MR G TTELMAN:
| understand. But part of the problem --

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Everybody read it.

MR G TTELMAN:
-- is that the legislation is -- we were not informed of the change.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS
But, wait. Did you not ever -- didn't you conme here and say |'m here

to speak on I.R such and such?

MR G TTELMAN:
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Yes, yes.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Well, how could you speak on it if you didn't read it?

MR G TTELMAN:

No, because there was no -- when we speak to you, if you go back in
the record, we never acknow edged or, as far as we're concerned and
even if you renenber the last, there is no crisis.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
No, no, no, |I'mtalking about the bill, not the crisis.

MR G TTELMAN:
On the bill we spoke, we were in total support of the bill as witten.
The changes --

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Total support?

MR G TTELMAN:
-- were nade after the neeting.

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS:
So on a corrected copy?

MR G TTELMAN:
Yes. Wich we never saw and were never apprised of, so we certainly
couldn't respond to.

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS:
What about Fleet, they never saw it?

MR G TTELMAN:
They don't cone to, before you to talk about |egislation.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
But didn't they do an RFP?

MR G TTELMAN:
They did an RFP, but they go by the legislation as, as they view as

passed. They're holding a copy which they think is passed.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
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No, no, no, no, no.

MR G TTELMAN:
You ask them I'mnot -- we're all, we're all standing here | ooking
at their letter of Cctober 1st.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:

But an RFP has the docunentation. And again, it behooves you when
you're responding to sonething in witing to read what you're
respondi ng to.

MR G TTELMAN:
What |'m-- I'msaying to you we would call Fleet during the year.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
But, but --

MR G TTELMAN:
And we woul d say to you, is there a problem and they would say to us
no.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Steve, an RFP is a request for proposal. |If they're going to respond
to that, then they have to read the proposal.

MR G TTELMAN:
Anot her thing --

LEG
Can we hear from Budget Review, | think they may be able to shed sone
I'ight on this.

MR POLLERT:
That's probably the reason why the Vanderbilt has been | ooking at ne

like |'ve got two heads.

MR G TTELMAN:

That's right.
16
MR POLLERT:
Because we knew that there was a restricti on, we have been on a
mont hly basis calling Fleet nonitoring the realized capital gains. In
fact, they held up the distributions based upon realized capital
gains. | can't explain why they didn't know, because we did send them
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a copy of the adopted resolution, but | can understand why the
Vanderbilt was wonderi ng why we were sayi ng we have a probl em when
they were under the inpression that the restriction didn't exist. But
I had been sending nmenos for, you know, nonth and nonth saying
because of the restriction of the realized capital gains, we have a
problem we have a problem we have a problem

So there seens to be a nassive |ack of comunication or

m scomuni cati on or m sinpression, whatever, but clearly at this point
in time, however we got here, there is a restriction on realized
capital gains which will result in their best estinmate of a shortfal
somewher e between one to two hundred thousand dol | ars.

They feel they do have enough time to nake it up if the Legislature
acts before the end of the year, but talking with Steve Malo, he did
want to redraft his letter of Cctober 1st and conme up with sone
benchmar ks now t hat he understands what the issue is.

MR G TTELMAN:

On the other side of the coin, we went to the trouble to obtain a

C of N for the purposes of bringing this to you, because your next
meeti ng where you could pass this is Novenber 29th. By that tine,

given that no one can predict what the markets will do, the nuseum

could be in a state of collapse. W -- as much as Fred m ght say that
i nvestnment review is saying that it could be a one hundred or two
hundred thousand dol |l ar shortfall, if it were a two hundred thousand
dollar shortfall, and if you were neeting on Novenber 29th, and if on

say Decenber 5th the noney would come, we woul d have mi ssed two
payrolls. Okay?

So he's not | ooking at the operational side of the nuseum he's saying
I can get the noney to them we're saying it will be too late. So
what we're saying is given the confusion, given the circunstances as
they stand, we went to the trouble to go to the County Executive's

O fice, we went to Legislator Cooper to get a revised piece of

| egislation, we're asking you to consider it and let us nove forward
on this, because otherw se because of the cal endar, we could, you
don't know what the stock market's going to do, and I'm sure Fred

Poll ert would agree with ne, that if he knew, none of us know.

MR, POLLERT:
| wouldn't be here.

MR G TTELMAN:

He woul dn't be here, okay. So we understand that as a precautionary
measure, because it could be a crisis, and since there is no
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opportunity to revisit it until Novenber 29, we're asking that it be
moved on now. We've obtained a C of N for that purpose.

MR SABATI NG

My suggestion, Madam Chair, with your permssion, is that maybe we can
add it to the special neeting notice for the day we deal with the
operating budget, which would be Novenber 7th or 8th. And we've done
that in the past where we get other financial or budgetary rel ated

i ssues on that date, we kind of catch all, and | can add it to the
proposed noti ce.

LEG ALDEN:
Because we don't have anything in front of us.

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Yeah, we can't act on anything now. \Wether you have it there or not,
it's not part of our agenda, we can't legally act upon it.

LEG CARPENTER:
The CN can only be acted on at the full |egislature.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
On Tuesday. W can't act on a CN

LEG CARPENTER:
At the committee.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS

It's a Certificate of Necessity, which nmeans it's got to be tinely and
it's an energency then. |It's not an energency now, because we don't
have it.

MR G TTELMAN:
Is there any way of acting on it on Tuesday?

LEG CARPENTER:
If the County --

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Well, | guess --

LEG ALDEN:
He's got to send it over, the County Executive.
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VR. G TTELMAN:
Ve, we --

LEG CARPENTER
If the Presiding Oficer --

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS:
It's up the full Legislature, all eighteen, yes.

MR SABATI NO

Two things. One, you have to get that new letter to explain how the
screw up happened, which may or nay not happen in a day or two. If it
happens in a tinely fashion, then if twelve Legislators were wlling
to support a CN, you could do it on Tuesday.

If you want to wait and analyze it, you can wait until Novenber 8th,
which it would be -- or the 7th, whatever that day is going to be for
t he budget neeting.

MR POLLERT:
Just reviewing a draft, it appears that the resolution just deals with
2002. | thought that they were going to be requesting a CN for 2002

and future years.

VMR G TTELMAN:

No.

MR POLLERT:
So it appears that this just deals with 2002. | didn't know that the
museum was going to be requesting a CN and actually get a CN this
early. So | know that we had discussed it, | didn't realize that the

County Executive was going to be granting a CN

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS
Ckay. So why don't we see what happens Tuesday.

MR G TTELMAN:
It was the product of our discussion in our neeting that we woul d
pursue a CN

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS

Ckay. So we'll, we'll all reviewit. It's, nothing here is going to
make any di fference, because it's just four of us.
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LEG FOLEY:
Coul d you have the Executive's Ofice speak on the issue, or no, as to
why they're going to be granting a CN?

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Are they here? Yes, they are here.

LEG FOLEY:

Gve us an answer at to -- or if they are going to grant one, what
will the bill look like, if they know already what the bill is going
to look like, so we'll be prepared.

M5. DE ANGELO

Hell 0. Nicolle DeAngel o, County Executive's Ofice. As of right now,
we're just in the prelimnary of it. W haven't decided whether or
not we're going to grant a CN. As far as the bill goes it's, you
know, it's still in the works, if anything. There is definitely no
deci sion made at this point as to what's going on.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Ckay. Thank you.

LEG FOLEY:
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
So we can only act upon this on Tuesday if it, if it's before us.

VMR MALLAMO
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Thank you. But thanks for your input on it also, it makes it nuch

clearer now to us.

MR, MALLAMO
We appreciate the opportunity to have you listen to our story.

CHAI RVAN FI ELDS:
Legi sl at or Carpenter has sonet hi ng.

MR MALLAMO
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Just at the last neeting | had prom sed you a videotape of our capital
projects, could | distribute that to you today?

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS
Yes.

LEG CARPENTER
I have a question before you | eave, Lance. How are we doing with
grants, have we been applying for them how successful have we been?

MR MALLAMO

We have a steady streamof grants. And |I'm happy to report since
Monday we had a five thousand dollar grant from Target Corporation and
this norning we had an additional five thousand dollars from Chase
Bank. So we have over twenty-five applications pending right now

LEG CARPENTER
Are they of alittle bit greater magnitude than the five thousand, |
hope?

MR MALLAMO
Anywhere fromfifteen hundred to two hundred -- to five hundred and
fifty thousand dollars. Those are the applications we have pendi ng.

LEG CARPENTER

Al so, are you planning any nore fund-raising events? And what |'m
thinking of in particular, it preceded your tenure, but it happened
when | was a Trustee, we had organi zed design, kind of |ike a designer
showcase, but really it was a holiday boutique. And it was pretty
successful and it never happened anynore and | know they're doing it
at Deepwells. Have you thought about doing it there?

MR MALLAMO

We have thought about it. Actually, one of our Trustees, Donna
Periconi, spoke to nme last night about the possibility about doing
such activities at Normandy Manor. The problemwth it, the nmain
mansion is we have to relocate all the collection pieces in the house
and that's a massive undertaking to do that. But we are pursuing,

i nvestigati ng how we would do that.

LEG CARPENTER

When we did it, it was in the Lancaster Room and sonme of the roons
upstairs and in the hallways, in that part of the building. Wat's in
there now? Because they were enpty, if | remenber correctly.
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MR MALLAMO
That is now our collection center, that's where everything is stored,
our archives, all the furnishings, paintings.

LEG CARPENTER
What about the upstairs fromthat?

MR MALLAMO
That's what |'mtal ki ng about.

LEG CARPENTER
Ch, okay.

MR MALLAMO
Downstairs is the -- we have our Egyptian mummy.

LEG CARPENTER
Ri ght .

MR MALLAMO

The Lancaster Roomis the roomthat we have accessible for handicap to
cone to watch a video of the nuseumrather than going on a house tour
Qur guides' office is there, because we have opened up what used to be
t he business office of the nuseum that is now an interpretive area,
the servants' wing. So that's now included on our tour where it
previously wasn't. But we are definitely |ooking at that issue.

LEG CARPENTER

Yeah, | would really urge that you do that, because it's the kind of
thing that brings people to the nuseum who mnight not otherw se have
t hought about going there.

VR, MALLAMO
Yes.

LEG CARPENTER
Li ke someone going to the tree thing that they do in Nassau County.

MR, NMALLAMO
Festival of trees.

LEG CARPENTER
You, know, right, exactly.

MR MALLAMO
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I"'mfamliar with that. W do have a very extensive holiday festiva
pl anned this year with five separate activities that will take place
W're also doing a first tine Hall oween weekend festival --

LEG CARPENTER
That's a good i dea.

MR MALLAMO

Whi ch corresponds with M. Vanderbilt's birthday, so it's a

combi nati on Hal | oween/ bi rthday party, very different because the tine
period is different, but simlar to the festivals that we al ways have
at Deepwells Farmin Saint Janes two weeks earlier.

LEG CARPENTER
So, will you be having craft vendors and things |ike that there?

MR MALLAMO
Yes. And we'll have storytellers and nusical entertainnment.

LEG CARPENTER
Ckay. That's good.

MR MALLAMO

And different activities. Also, our Gershwin event this year netted
us about twenty-three thousand dollars nore than the event |ast year,
so that was a very successful event in spite of the torrential rain we
had in the three hour period of the party.

LEG CARPENTER
Thank you very much.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS
Can | ask a question?

LEG FOLEY:
I"mglad the rain didn't danpen the spirits of the party.

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS

| understand that, that there is an auction that Friends of Long

I sl and Heritage does at Coindre Hall occasionally. Do you know what
they' re auctioni ng?

MR MALLAMO
Yes. Those are -- if it's the same programthat was there when | was
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in the Parks Departnent, they contract with a private auctioneer who
brings furnishings in. Sonme are original antiques, nost are
reproductions. And they're just brought in for the day or the weekend
and auctioned off. And | believe he's out of Stanford, Connecticut,
and he does this in many, many different places around the tri-state
area, if it's the same vendor, and | assune it is, because |'ve seen
the ads recently.

LEG ALDEN:
The ice creamguy just cane in, talking about vendors.

MR MALLAMO:
Certainly it's not furnishings fromCoindre Hall, | can assure of
that. | could also say that nmany of the antique furnishings in

Coindre Hall that are now there permanently, canme as a result of that
auction. Things that didn't sell that the guy just left for friends
or that were purchased at auction through that. So if you go in and
see the mrrors and credenzas and the different pieces in the dining
room those were obtained in that fashion.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
What do you think about dogs at Coindre Hall?

VR MALLAMO
I'm--

LEG ALDEN:
To put you on the spot.

MR, MALLAMO
The jury is still out on that with ne.

LEG FOLEY:
What woul d the Commobdore do, let's put it that way, what would the
Commodor e do?

MR MALLAMO
Years ago | conmented on it, had recommended it in the particul ar
area. | wasn't in favor of it running | oose across the property, | do

recogni ze the need for it.
One of the interesting things I will tell you, if it adds anything to

the debate, at the Vanderbilt we have a horrendous problemw th geese.
Qur property is raked three tinmes a day.
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LEG ALDEN

One dog --

MR MALLAMO

Well, we actually hired the border collies to cone and patrol, but we
couldn't afford it any longer, so we discontinued that. And | think
it's a health nenace, | have thousands of school kids walking through

this daily. And | was at Coindre Hall recently and | was |ike, where
are the geese, how come they don't have any geese, and it started to
dawn on ne --

LEG CARPENTER
Because they have dogs.

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS

But what about the fact that | went to Coindre Hall and the dog was
| oose and cane running up and al nost knocked ny husband down and |
heard that --

MR MALLAMO
I"'mnot in favor of dogs running | oose on County property, | don't, |
don't think it's safe.

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS
What about the pollution?

MR MALLAMO

I've been bitten by dogs nyself. | think if it were nonitored
properly and people did take the responsibility to clean up to their
dogs, | can't speak to the liquid waste, but if it were a fenced
area --

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS

I"mjust wondering why it's so inportant to, you know, ny kids are
twenty-five and twenty-four, and when one of the young | adies said,
one of the young | adies said that dogs have to socialize, but yet
she's got a fenced-in yard, why can't the dogs socialize in her
fenced-in yard, just like nmy children did? | didn't drop ny kids off
at a park and say, go ahead, go run around, socialize. | taught ny
children how to socialize in ny yard, in ny home with children that
wanted themto socialize with, not, you know. Anyway, it was just a,
I just wondered what you thought.
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What about the pollution factor?

MR MALLAMO

Well, | can tell you | was out in California in April, | saw a dog run
in San Mateo right on the banks of the San Francisco Bay, it |ooked
very clean to ne. This is only nmy first person, I'mnot an expert in

this area myself. But, you know, the people there seenmed to be taking
responsibility for what they were doing.

And as a pilot program you know, space in Suffolk County is becom ng
so nmuch at a premium particularly in western Suffolk County, that the
spaces aren't there. So | think, |I know when this came up at CEQ a
coupl e of years ago, it was voted down. | think | probably would have
supported sonething like that.

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Well, | think it was voted down because of the environnental problens
and the pollution factor.

MR G TTELMAN:
May | make a suggestion?

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS:
You certainly nay. Wether we'll take it or not --

MR G TTELMAN:
It's not difficult.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Yeah, let's bring it to the Vanderhilt.

MR G TTELMAN:
No, thank you.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Wy ?

MR G TTELMAN:

If a baseline fecal coliformcounts were to be produced al ong the
shoreline, and you nade it a performance rel ated function and you said
|l ook, this is the testing that we have, and these are not difficult
tests to get performed |I'msure within County, one County depart nment
somepl ace we could do these tests. You set up a baseline, this is
what we've got seasonally, this is what we're experiencing here, there
are no sewage out falls near the area, here's your baseline. If it
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starts to go above this, okay, for any sustained period of tineg,
that's the end of the program

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS

Well, | don't know that you could do that, because the dogs are

al ready going to the bathroom so it's already degraded water. And
when you | ook at the Long Island Sound study and the Peconic Estuary
pl an and the South Shore Estuary Reserve conprehensi ve nanagenent

pl an, one of the najor problens that they all have are the fact that
dog feces do cause a tremendous amount of pollution with runoff. And

when | visited the area, | saw this huge nmountain really.
MR MALLAMO
Could | ask a question? |'mnot sure what the rule is, but when | was

in the Parks Departnent the rule was you could wal k a dog in the park
if it were on a | eash

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS

But I watched a guy wal k two German Shepherds, the dogs went to the
bat hroom and he kept wal king. So what does the | eash have to do with
them going to the bathroonf

MR MALLAMO
I guess ny question is right nowis there a requirenment, do people who
have dogs on | eashes clean up after their dog?

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS
No. | think the requirenent is that they' re supposed to clean up
after the dogs. Do they all? No. Do sorme of thenf? Yes.

MR G TTELMAN:
It sounds like a real nobney generator for Code Enforcenent.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS
Well, if we had nore Parks police and we could afford to pay for Parks
police out of Parks funding.

MR G TTELMAN:
You mght be able to break even and do better.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS

We don't have enough Parks police, and that's part of the problem
Ckay. | just wanted to know what you thought.
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MR MALLAMO

I don't want to bel abor the point, but | think the issue I'mtrying to
raise is maybe it's not the dog run issue, maybe the issue is that the
exi sting dogs that you have on | eashes have to be cleaned up. Because
I don't think that's occurring right now and that's --

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Wll, it's not occurring wth --

MR MALLAMO
-- and that could be what you're seeing, Legislator Alden, on the
Sout h Shore parks where there aren't dog runs and people are just

under the existing rules of the Parks Departnent, just wal ki ng away
fromthe situation.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
The existing rules of the Parks Departnent are that all dogs are
illegal on all Parks property.

MR MALLAMO
Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
That's the existing --

LEG ALDEN:
I ncluding the Vanderbilt.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
It's illegal, so -- except for canpgrounds and at our beach --

MR MALLAMO.
That wasn't my understanding. Wen | worked there they had to be --

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Al ways, al ways.

MR G TTELMAN:
Pl ease don't take issue if we hire another dog to chase the geese.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:

Thank you very nmuch. OCkay. W have a presentation by Bill Patterson
and Nick G bbons. | believe both are participating on, I don't know
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if you're actually calling it prescribed burns or you call it --

While you're getting set up, I'"'mgoing to run out real quick. 1'll be
ri ght back.

I know Bill Patterson and N ck G bbons, | don't you.

MR CONKLI N:

Bob Conkl i n.

CHAI RMAN FI ELDS
Bob Conklin from-- speak into the m crophone

VR CONKLI N:
Bob Conklin, Chief Forest Ranger for the Departnment of Environmental
Conservati on

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS

Ckay. Now the Stenographer has it. Okay. Mybe we could ask Timif
he could just go over to that wall and hit a couple of switches down
so that we can see it nore clearly. | think the one that's on

shoul dn't be on, the one in the nmiddle should be off and maybe the

ot her ones could be on. kay. Can you see? Just light a match

if --

MR PATTERSON:
We don't need any light. W have plenty of light, so if you want to
turn it down further, feel free to do that.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS
| think it's pretty -- in fact, it's clearer today than it was
Tuesday.

MR PATTERSON:

Thank you for the opportunity to speak this afternoon. The title of
our presentation is Fire and Prescribed Fire in Suffolk County. M
nanme is Bill Patterson, I'mthe Pine Barrens Project Director for the
Nat ure Conservancy, and |'m joined today by Ni ck G bbons of Suffolk
County Parks, and as just previously stated, Bob Conklin of New York
State Forest Rangers.

There are a nunber of other partners also, which | would like to

i ntroduce who were not able to join us today, Mark {MG nney,} for

i nstance, of Fish and Wldlife Services was with us on Tuesday when we
spoke to the ELAP Committee. But partnerships are really key to fire
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managenent throughout Suffolk County, wild fire nanagenment. And

Suf fol k County parks, obviously being a very key stakehol der and
participant with nmajor |land hol dings. New York State Departnent of
Envi ronnmental Conservation, with their extensive expertise and
experience and al so | and hol di ngs, they have extensive experience in
wildfire and prescribed fire managenent.

Also, US Fish and Wldlife Service is an inportant cooperator,

Br ookhaven National Laboratory, the Central Pine Barrens Comm ssion,
and New York, excuse ne, New York State Parks, excuse ne, as well as a
maj or | andhol der.

The goal of the presentation today is a general one.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS
Can | interrupt for one second? Wy does Brookhaven National Lab
participate in it?

MR PATTERSON:

A very good question. They have dedicated five hundred acres as a
natural area, as a preserve, and US Fish and Wldlife Services nanages
that land. And they also own substantial areas that are not
designated as protected that are at risk to wildfire. So they have a
very strong interest in wildfire and prescribe fire nmanagenent.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS
Ckay. Thanks.

MR PATTERSON:

Qur goals are to raise an inportant issue with you today and talk to
you about, first and forenost, prescribed fire and ongoi ng cooperation
that the Nature Conservancy, Suffolk County Parks, DDC, all these
partners are an involved in so that you're aware of it and fully

i nf or med.

The second is to give sone of the background about why wildfire is

such an inportant process in Long Island natural areas. And thirdly,
to just, and Nick is going to do this for us today, wal k through what
exactly is a prescribed fire and how is one conducted. And finally,
we woul d be avail able to answer any questions that all this generates
as wel .

I want to bring to your attention a couple of handouts that Al pa
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passed around. There are sonme that everybody got, which is the
wi | dfire cooperators brochure.

There is also a very interesting article that was published in the New
York Times about wildfires out west where a prescribed fire played a
very significant influence in the result. And | strongly encourage
you to read through that interesting article, because it gives a very

i nteresting social perspective of people's reactions to prescribed

fire and their interaction with wildfire. 1'lIl excuse you if you | ook
down and read it during our presentation, it's that inportant that you
read it, | know you're all busy and may not have tinme to get to it

af t er war ds.

W' ve al so passed out a video entitled, "WIldfire Safety and

Awar eness, " and that was put together by the Wl dfire Task Force.
Unfortunately, there are a linmted nunber of those available, so we
just left a single copy of that with the Comnittee that you could

share.
If anybody is interested in an extra copy, | do have fornms that you
could fill out and submit to the Pine Barrens Conm ssion and have your

own copy to share with constituents.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS
I"l'l share it with the rest of the comrittee. They can all take turns
| ooking at it.

MR PATTERSON:
Okay. Thank you. And then a couple of other general TNC publications
that |I've left as well that you can take a | ook at at your |eisure.

Just briefly, the Nature Conservancy, nmany of you are famliar wth,
our mssion is to preserve the plants and ani nal and natural
comunities that represent the biodiversity of life on earth. And we
do that by protecting that |ands and waters that they need to survive.

Most of you probably are famliar with us in our |and acquisition
efforts, prioritizing and actually conducting real estate acquisitions
for ourselves and for the County and for the State on their behal f.

What | want to bring before you today, in addition to the partnership
is to explain a little bit about the experience in | and stewardship
and particularly prescribed fire that the Nature Conservancy has

devel oped t hrough our extensive |and hol di ngs.

Al so, | would just add a couple of background points. The Nature
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Conservancy has been in existence fifty years now \W're an
i nternational non-profit and non-governnental organization with nore
than a mllion nmenbers now, and thirty thousand of those live right

here on Long Island. So we have a very active and strong base of
support for the environnent.

And also | want to point out that with our partners, of course, we've
protected nore than sixty thousand acres of land on Long Island, many
of those acres are County parkland now.

Just alittle bit about fire, the fire managenment programthat the
Nat ure Conservancy has devel oped. W' ve been conducting prescribed
burns t hroughout the country since 1961, so we've been at this al npst
forty years and have a depth of experience to draw. And we have
devel oped a nationally recognized programfirst and forenost in fire
science and in the effects of fire, but also in the area of training,
of crew safety and prescribed fire techniques and al so experience in
actually putting fire on the ground, the application of prescribed
fire.

Ri ght here on Long Island we have on the Nature Conservancy staff a
full-tinme fire managenent specialist, Tom Dool ey, who was not able to
join us today, but gave a presentation on Tuesday to the ELAP. And we
have fifteen staff who are trained in prescribed fire al so.

Just to give an exanple of the resources that our nationa

organi zation can provide, there was recently a national fire plan
approval of 2.1 million dollars that was given to the Nature
Conservancy to take to local communities and |ocal situations and it
was it divided up and | think it states very -- it speaks very
strongly to the inportance of fire on Long Island and in Suffolk
County, that the Long Island Central Pine Barrens were chosen as one
of five denmonstration sites fromacross the nation with such well
known hot spots as Oregon and New Mexico to receive, and we wl|l
receive forty thousand dollars over two years which we are sharing
with our partners and to devel op new tools for planning in both
prescribed fire, but also wildfire preparations. So this has been a
very val uabl e tool that was brought to us and it's something that

we' re working on in partnership.

I"d like to switch gears a little bit and tal k about the history of

fire on Long Island and | will just -- there are people who coul d
speak to this nuch better than | could, but -- and could give
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presentations, you know, for an hour at a tinme, but | want to hit the
general points about wildfire on Long Island and its history.

I"d like to kind of divide it up into three eras, if you will. The
first being the pre-European settlenent, the era of Native Anerican
land use. It's well established that Native Americans used prescribed
fire. They didn't call it such, but they used fire as a tool to do a
nunber of things. It included increasing their food supply and
hunting, forage for animals that they hunted, it facilitated travel

for themand it pronoted security around their settlenents by giving
them better vistas. And so it's a tool that they used over periods of
probably thousands of years and was extrenely influential in shaping
the |l andscape that we have now.

The pattern of fires probably shifted quite significantly at the tinme
of European settlement. \Wat happened is that there was | and cl earing

t hrough the use of fire and other techniques. And also, fire was used
to enhance grazing. It's quite likely that the nunber of fires on the
| andscape increased dramatically during early settlenent periods.

Al so, railroads contributed to fire ignitions. And there was a single
fire in the year of 1862 that burnt from Smthtown to Hanpton Bays and
covered nearly a hundred and ten thousand acres in a single incident,

| arger than the entire Pine Barrens designated area now. |t just
gives you an idea of the scope, the historical scope of fire.

And finally, I think we've entered into a third era now, and it's one
where our | andscape has been fairly fragnented by devel opnent, roads,
housi ng devel opnents, and the fires that do start are, there's also a
very strong and active fire suppression presence for public safety and
so the fires tend to be much less significant over the last fifty to a
hundred years and it is having a influence in changing the
characteristic of our |andscape.

I don't think anybody needs to be rem nded of the fire, the Sunrise
fires of 1995. There is a graphic and vivid exanple that we

are -- quite a remarkable picture that we are still living with, with
fire as a dom nant presence on our | andscape.

Just to talk briefly about sone of the places that have been

i nfluenced by fire and shaped by them and first and forenpst woul d be
the Central Pine Barrens. Also, exanples are found at Mbontauk

grassl ands, where the grasslands were fornmed not only by grazing, but
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a fairly regular fire to maintain them Gasslands in Sayville are

al so a uni que natural community. The Oak Brush Pl ains, which is owned
and managed by the New York State DEC, as well as Henpstead Plains in
Nassau County.

And | just would neke the observation that Pine Barrens grasslands and
savannas, which all of these locations that |I've just nentioned are
exanpl es of these, are now one of the npbst endangered ecosystens in
the United States. And one of the forenpst reasons for that is that
there is significantly less fire on the | andscape over the last fifty
to a hundred years, which has been a very inportant factor in

mai nt ai ni ng t hese.

Just to run through sonme slides of those sites | just nmentioned, here
is a picture at Theodore Roosevelt County Park out at Mntauk and the
remant grassland that is out there. Here is a classic exanple of a
fire dependant species, it's called Agalinis Acuta. It's the only
federally |isted endangered species, excuse nme, plant species in New
York State. And the reason it's endangered is that it's very
dependant on fire and that form of natural disturbance for
regeneration. And the US Fish and Wldlife Service, along with the
Nat ure Conservancy and cooperation from Suffolk County Parks and
Parkl and is working to restore this inportant species.

A stellar exanple being the Dwarf Pine Plains in Wsthanpton near Exit
63 of the Sunrise H ghway, that there's a significant amount of County
parkland in the area, and probably one of the sections of the Pine
Barrens that is nost influenced by fire and has one of the highest
returnables of fire in the area.

The stunted trees are a result of a nunber of factors, but one of them
is the frequent occurrence of fire during their formative years. And

I should point out that the Dwarf Pine Plains is an exanple of a rare
natural community that is found really only at one other place in the
worl d, so we have one of the |ast good exanples of this right here in
Suffol k County.

Let ne give another exanple of a fire adapted species, and that's the
pitch pine. The slide that we have up there right nowis a close-up
picture of what is called a serotinus pinecone. Serotinus, that it's
closed up tight, and there's a reason for that. Not all pine trees
have this adaptation but, particularly in the Dwarf Pine Plains they
have devel oped this closed cone to all ow seeds deep within the cone to
survive when wildfires burn through. The cone is heated and the seeds
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are reduced, excuse ne, released on a fresh bed of sand and gerni nate
following fires. So it's an inportant exanple of the role fire plays
in actually maintaining pine forests.

Anot her exanple woul d be, even another scale of detail would be that
we have many species that are dependent on scrub oak, not the |east of
which on the right-hand part of your screen is the Coastal Buck Mth
and on the left part is an egg mass. They rely both on scrub oak both
for feeding and for reproduction. And the connection is that scrub
oak in the absence of fire is gradually replaced and many of these
rare species are gradually dimnished as well.

I just wanted to show you sone really stunning pictures. This is a
pi cture from August of 1995 i mmedi ately followi ng the Sunrise fires.
It very well could be County parkland. There's a scattering of
parcels in this area, Nature Conservancy sone private and sone
parkland still, but this is imediately following the fire. And this
was a fire of extrene intensity and certainly not one that woul d be
replicated with prescribed fire, but it's an exanple of a natural
fire.

And it's interesting to followthis tine series of photos. |If you

| ook at the next picture, it was actually taken in October, and you
woul d have thought that as you read in the newspapers follow ng fires,
that the forest has been destroyed, fire destroys "X' nunber of acres
is what you nost comonly read. | often take fault with that
observation. Here you see just a nmatter of nonths later, scrub oaks
sprouting fromroots. And also very shortly after that, seedlings
comng in as well.

And here in the next picture is five years later, that exact sane
spot, you can see well on the way to recovery and at the sanme tine
providing inportant early successional habitat that | was just talking
about that Coastal Buck Mdths and other rare species rely on.

This is just a graphic showi ng some of the decline. It's |looking at a
twel ve thousand acre area that the Nature Conservancy has napped in
the Dwarf Pine Plains. And you can see-- and we took three points in
time and reconstructed the vegetation.

In 1938 we had nearly twelve thousand acres of earlier successiona
scrub oak barrens, which includes the Dwarf Pine Plains. By 1960 that

had been nearly cut in half when we mapped it at that tinme. And just
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before the Sunrise fire -- that's all represented by the red declining
arrow |l ying on your screen. Just before the Sunrise fire, that had
reached just about four thousand acres and was steadily declining.

You can see the response to the Sunrise fire played an inportant part
in rejuvenating and restoring sone of that, that type of natura
comuni ty.

The other line on that screen, the brown, is within the set area, an
area of closed canopy pine forest. Also a very inportant ecosystem
but one that is much nore common. The point being not that one is
better than the other, but that it's inportant to have a bal ance of
the different types of natural comrunities out there on the | andscape
and fire plays an inportant role in doing that.

So before | turn over to Nick to wal k you through step, sort of

step-by-step what is a prescribed burn, | just want to sunmari ze sone
of the points that | have nade here. | think that the first point
woul d like you to renenber is that we always will have wildfires in

Suffolk County, it's a naturally fire adapted conmunity. CQur fire
suppression community is able to put out the snmallest fires and it's
very successful in protecting the residents of Suffolk County from
larger fires, but there are certain fires that will occur
periodically, like the Sunrise fire, that are beyond contai nnment.
Wel |, they're beyond suppression, they can be contained and |ife and
property can be spared. And this is a fact of life that we need to
live with and manage intelligently.

And then the two points that | have followi ng that, just build on that
point, and that is that 1'd |ike you to remenber that prescribed fire
can be used to reduce the risk of wildfire by burning at a tinme that
is chosen and fires can be controlled. And finally, prescribed fire
can mai ntain these unique natural areas al so.

So with that, I'd like to ask Nick to -- | don't know if there are any
questions at this point or if you' d like to take themat the end.

CHAI RVAN FI ELDS
I just want to point out that Legislator A den has to | eave at 2: 30,

you sai d?
LEG ALDEN
Yes.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS
And we al so need to vote on the agenda, on the bills. So I don't know
whet her you want to do sonething like really fast or you want to |et
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us go to the agenda, vote on it and then continue yours or -- it's
your choi ce.

MR G BBONS
I think that will work best for you, that second option.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS
So we'll go to the agenda. |If Legislator Carpenter can cone back in.
And, Tim may | ask if you would flip at |least these lights on and

then we'll go back to you, N ck.
Okay. We're going to go right to the agenda.
TABLED RESOLUTI ONS

I.R 1276 (P) To inplenent retention of technical consultant in
connection with Forsythe Meadows property damage. (Fisher)

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS

I.R 1276. To inmplenent retention of technical consultant in
connection with Forsythe Meadows property damage. Do we have a notion
to approve? |'Il nake a notion to approve. Do we have a second?

LEG FOLEY:

I"ll second for purposes of discussion, seconding for purposes of
discussion. It's a resolution ready to be brought out of commttee.
I've spoken to the sponsor of the bill, I knowit's been tabled for
quite sonetinme. Do you know what the sponsor stands for?

LEG ALDEN:

Before | nmake nmy notion to table, if sonmebody fromthe Parks
Departnent can just explain to us, because last time we were waiting
for some negotiations or sone responses.

MR RAPTQOULI S:

Is this on? Steve Raptoulis, Chief Deputy Commi ssioner for Parks,
representing Judy Gordon, Commissioner. | was here the last tinme and
t he di scussion went that the Parks Departnent provided three
consulting firns for interviewi ng here before this body and that you
woul d make a selection or approve this to cone out of committee to be
approved at the general assenbly.

The reason why we presented three is the former Comm ssioner Scully
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felt because we go through an RFP process, that we have to bring
people in, that that should be the sanme thing for this body.

LEG ALDEN:

If | remenber correctly, though, Comm ssioner Scully told us that
there was sonme ot her types of issues that needed to be resol ved before
we go and hire sonme kind of consultant and spend nore noney.

MR, RAPTOULI S:
I"'mnot famliar with when he said that. He went through a --

LEG ALDEN:

There's an owner of the property and there's a contention of where the
damage occurred, who damaged it and | think there's ongoing

negoti ations as far as who's going --

MR RAPTQOULI S:
The consultant was going to make a determ nation on the danmage to the
property, independent consultant to say, okay, this was the damage and
what have you.

LEG ALDEN:
We already have that. The Parks Departnent has al ready sent sonebody
out there to make an environnmental assessnent of what happened.

MR RAPTQULI S:

Legi sl ator Fisher was the one that sponsored this to bring this for an
outside consulting. | know we had that through, | believe at that
time it was the forner real estate director had done that.

LEG FOLEY:
Way don't we speak with the sponsor of the bill and just see.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:

Al right. Legislator Alden nade a notion to table, I'lIl second the
motion to table. Al in favor? Qpposed? Tabl ed.

(VOTE: 4-0-0-1)(Absent: Lindsay) TABLED

I. R 1337 (P) Anending the 2002 Capital Budget & Program and
appropriating funds in connection with the restoration of Smth Point
County Park. (County Executive)

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:

1337. Amendi ng the 2002 Capital Budget and Program and appropriating
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funds in connection with the restoration of Smith Point County Park.

LEG. ALDEN:
Motion to table.

LEG FOLEY:

Second.

THE COURT: Al in favor? COpposed? Tabled. (VOIE 4-0-0-1)
(Absent: Lindsay) TABLED

I.R 1397. (P) To establish Community and Youth Services Program at Sheep
Pasture Road in Port Jefferson/Setauket, New York. (Fisher)

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS:

1397. To establish Conmunity and Youth Services Program at Sheep Pasture
Road in Port Jefferson/Setauket. Counsel, where are we on this, do you
know?

MR SABATI NG

This was tabl ed because it was supposed to go to the counsel on

Envi ronmental Quality on Septenber 14th, that's the reason we tabled it
the last time, | don't know --

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
I don't renenber seeing it at CEQ

MR RAPTQULI S:
| believe that's going before themon the 16th.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Excuse me?

MR RAPTQULI S:
| believe it's going before themon COctober the 16th, the CEQ It hasn't
gone there yet.

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Right it has not gone. All right.

LEG FOLEY:
Second t he noti on.

CHAI RMVAN FI ELDS:
Al in favor? Opposed? Tabled. (VOIE: 4-0-0-1)(Absent: Lindsay) TABLED
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I. R 1543 (P) Anending the 2002 Capital Budget & Program and
appropriating funds for resurfacing of Smith Point County Park. (Tow e)

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
1543.

LEG FOLEY:
Motion to table.

LEG. ALDEN:
Motion to table.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Second -- notion by Legislator Foley, seconded by Legislator Alden. All
in favor? Opposed? Tabled. (VOTE: 4-0-0-1)(Absent: Lindsay) TABLED

I.R 1644 (P) Alocal law to establish Code of Conduct for sports and
recreational activities on Suffolk County property. (Fields)

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
1644. 1'mgoing to nake a notion to approve.

LEG FOLEY:
Second t he noti on.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Al in favor? Opposed?

LEG ALDEN:
Abst ai n.

LEG CARPENTER:
Abst ai n.

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS:
I'l'l make a notion to table.

LEG ALDEN:
Second t he noti on.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Al in favor? Opposed? Tabled. (VOTE: 4-0-0-1)(Absent: Lindsay) TABLED
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|. R 1924 (P) Reappointing menber of the Suffolk County Board of Trustees
of Parks, Recreation and Conservation (Richard Hlary). (Caracciolo)

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
1924. Reappoint -- no, Dick Hilary is not here. NMdtion to table.

LEG ALDEN:
Second.

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS:
He had told nme he was going to be here so.

I.R 1953 (P) Adopting Local Law No. 2002, authorizing County
Departnent of Parks, Recreation and Conservation to construct dog runs at
Coindre Hall in Huntington and within county parks. (Cooper)

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS:
1953. Authorizing a notion to table --

LEG FOLEY:
Whi ch one, 1924? We didn't have a fornal vote on 24.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Ch, nmotion to table.

LEG. FOLEY:
Mot i on.

LEG CARPENTER:
Second.

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Al'l in favor? Opposed? Tabled. (VOTE: 4-0-0-1)(Absent: Lindsay) TABLED

CHAl RMAN FI ELDS:
1953. Mbtion to table.

LEG CARPENTER:
Second.

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Al in favor? Opposed? Tabled. (VOTE: 4-0-0-1)(Absent: Lindsay) TABLED

I.R 1982 (P) Adopting Local Law No. 2002, a Local Law to strengthen
enforcenment penalties for all terrain vehicles (ATV s). (Caracciolo)
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CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS
1982. 1'll nake a notion to approve.

LEG. CARPENTER
Second.

LEG ALDEN
On the notion.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS
Yes.

LEG ALDEN

I"'mgoing to ask Legislative Counsel if there's a, there was just a
deci si on handed down that struck down | believe as unconstitutional some
other jurisdiction's laws in the same manner that we're prescribing to do
the forfeiture on this. Should we table this just for an anal ysis of
that new | aw?

MR SABATI NO

There was just a recent, you're right, there was a recent Second Circuit
Court decision reversing the | ower Court decision dealing with New York
City's vehicle disclosure, |'msorry, vehicle seizure law. And the
essence of this seens to be to talk about trying to speed up the hearing
process dealing with vehicles, so yes, it mght be wise to table it only
one cycl e, because changes were nade on recommendations fromthe Law
Departnent, but they may not, they may require one nore set of changes,
I"mnot certain. So the answer is yes.

LEG ALDEN:
Motion to table.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS
Second the nmotion. Al in favor? Opposed? Tabled.
(VOTE: 4-0-0-1)(Absent: Lindsay) TABLED

I NTRODUCTORY RESCLUTI ONS

I.R 2030. Authorizing use of Indian Island County Park by Birthright of
Peconi c. (County Executive)

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS

Ckay. |.R 2030. Authorizing use of Indian Island County Park by
Birthright of Peconic.
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LEG. ALDEN:
On the notion, what's --

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Ways & Means is prime on this.

LEG FOLEY:
Motion is deferred to prine.

LEG. ALDEN:
Second.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Al'l in favor? Opposed? Deferred to prine. (VOIE 4-0-0-1)
(Absent: Lindsay) DEFERRED TO PRI ME

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
2:30, how s that, Caneron?

LEG ALDEN:
That's perfect.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Sorry, Nick.

MR G BBONS:
No problem Could you guys just hit the |lights again?

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Coul d sonebody give hima nicrophone. GCh, you have one.

MR G BBONS:
CGood afternoon, everybody. N ck G bbons, Departnent of Parks,
Envi ronment al Anal yst.

Ckay. Just picking up where Bill had left off, I"'mgoing to talk a
little bit about what a prescribed fire is, what we nean by it.
Prescribed fire sinmply is the intentional use of fire under strictly
defined conditions. W use prescribed fire to acconplish specific
ecol ogi cal and/or managenent objectives. And prescribed fire is often
used to reduce forest fuels.

Sonme definitions. Prescription refers to the witten conditions
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mandati ng how and when a prescribed fire may be conducted. The
prescribed fire is run by a burn boss. The burn boss has rigorous
training and is fully accountable for any actions or results of the burn.
And when we refer to fuels, we're tal ki ng about accunul ated | eaves,
branches, etcetera, nanmely plant litter that fuels a fire and carries it.

There are two different objectives that are rarely and nutual ly exclusive
with prescribed fire. One is ecological managenent, the other is fuel's
managenent. |'ll talk a little about ecol ogi cal managenent goals wth
prescribed fire.

Prescribed fire is often a better tool than others, including nmechanica
treatnents, because it helps to recycle nutrients in a natural way wthin
the system Prescribed fire also facilitates seed germ nation, inproves
wildlife habitat. |1t can be used to control invasive species. And we
proposed prescribed fire in places where you mght not expect it for that
pur pose, including wetl ands.

It controls forest disease, it can be used to nmaintain endangered
species, as Bill had alluded to earlier with the Sandpl ain garardia, and
it maintains unique habitats.

Prescribed fire fuel's managenent falls into, typically falls into one of
these three areas, and that's to reduce accunul ated forest fuels |largely

as a result of fire suppression over the past fifty or a hundred years.

It can reduce a threat to property danmage or the | oss of hones within the
wi | dl and or urban interface, and what we nean by that are suburban areas

adj acent to park lands, for exanple.

And we can use prescribed fires as a tool to increase firefighter safety
in fire suppression operations, in that the nore we burn nore often, the
less likely that will burn in a wildland or a wildfire situation.

This is an anot her one of those many dramati c photos fromthe Sunrise
fires. This is the Coast Guard housing off of County Road 31 in

West hanpton. This is what we mean by wildland and urban interface. For
those of you that are famliar with the area, the Dwarf Pine Plain runs
literally up to these hones' backyards and without what we call
defensi bl e space, it makes managing the fire very tough

The objective would be to in the future nmaintain a fire break around the
community and ideally have a | ot of what we call black areas, those that

are regularly burned to help slow down fire and the rate of spread.

A prescription for -- is the gane plan that's used to pull off one of
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these burns and it takes into account a nunmber of different factors.
Primary is weather and the relative humdity, wi nd speed and direction
and tenperature all play a role in howor if we will do a burn on a
particul ar day.

We set specific paraneters that say if it's too dry, then we can't really
effectively control the rate of spread to where we want it to be and
we'll call the burn off. Simlarly, and maybe nore intuitively, is that
if the humdity is too high, that the fire won't carry. The prescription
al so identifies the personnel and equi pnent necessary to conduct it in a
safe and effective manner.

Smoke nmanagenent, which as in Suffol k and non-contai nment areas is very
much an issue that we need to address with every one of these
prescriptions. W have a go/no go checklist, which is maybe two dozen
questions, that if the answer to any of those is no, then we cannot and
wi Il not conduct the burn.

There are a series of pernmits and approvals necessary, at |east at County
parkland | evel, we need a state pernit, we need CEQ approval. The
measur abl e obj ectives of the burn are identified prior to the burn so
that finally when we do the nonitoring, we can Judge how effective the
burn was and things we m ght change in the future.

Ckay. The anatony of prescribed fire. The pre-planning includes what we
just went over, the prescription itself. There is crew coordination and
comuni cation. There's what anounts to a duty roster, everybody gets
their assignment for the day and there's no switching of f between maybe
who's doing the igniting and who's doing some nop up work. You get your
assignment and you're pretty nmuch stuck with that for the day.

There's constant weather nonitoring that occurs throughout the burn as
conditions change, as is often the case, particularly in places like

Mont auk where humi dity can change literally within a half an hour and you
can see the results of that on the ground.

There's constant snoke nonitoring. People are assigned to nmanage or
monitor for the snoke throughout the day. And if we feel that it's
maki ng, it's causing an inpact on nei ghboring areas, particularly roads
and residences, we'll shut down the burn.

And finally, safety is very effectively and very prominently placed, and
rightfully so, with all the planning that's involved in a prescribed burn

and particularly with the way that it's carried out.

39
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As | said earlier, snoke nanagenent is an issue that often limts our
ability and the time of year or conditions in which we can do burns.
What we | ook for are specific atnmospheric conditions that increase the
lift, and what you see here is ideal conditions for prescribed burn in
that we have the snoke lifting in a colum and the m xi ng heights are
wel | above ground so that the inpact to neighboring areas is al nost
elimnated entirely.

In some cases we have had prescribed burns that had to be shut down due
to snoke issues. And nost recently was the Sayville grassland burn down
in Sayville, obviously, where we had snoke conplaints fromthe

nei ghboring ar ea.

This is an exanpl e of what a prescribed burn | ooks like. This is at
Teddy Roosevelt County Park in Montauk. You can see this, the person
here in the NOVEX gear, fire retardant gear, is doing some |ine work,
maki ng sure that there is nothing snoldering carrying into this area
down. And the bottomof the picture is obviously fuel for the fire, but
the fire in this case is burning towards us into the black area that's
al ready been burned, so it won't carry the fire beyond that black into
these fuels. But we do have to watch out for what we call spotting,

whi ch are anbers that cone out over and are carried by the snoke into
fuels. And we constantly nonitor for that as well.

And |ike any good natural resources presentation, we end with a sunset.

LEG CARPENTER
I was just saying what a beautiful photo.

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS

Ni ck, we were just discussing a park that's in Legislator Carpenter's
district, Gardiner Park. Wuld that be a park that you might -- | was
saying it would be a good thing, because in case it ever did burn, it
woul d burn, you know, into devel opnent areas, you know, housing areas and
so forth. Do you think that that would -- two questions, do you think
that woul d be a potential place that you would |ike to possibly see a
prescribed burn, nunber one? And secondly, if that answer were positive,
when you do do the burns, you don't take a whole park and burn it, you do
segnents of it, am| correct?

MR G BBONS
That's correct.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS
What was the answer to the first question, though?
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MR G BBONS

The answer to the first question is ideally yes. Essentially every
property in County hol dings could benefit fromthis type of managenent
activity. Inreality, we're pretty stretched as it is in ternms of the
burn programw th the seven or so parks that we currently do it at.
Gardiner is a great exanple of that wldland urban interface, both on the
east and west side of the park. There are a |ot of wetlands, not, you
know, that extend --

LEG CARPENTER

On the west side in particular there's a ot of wetlands, so | don't
think there's an i nredi ate danger to the residents, because they're
across the canal and waterways that go up there.

MR G BBONS

And we have creeks on both, both on the east and west side there. Wat's
goods about that is it's an effective and natural fire break. But you

m ght notice that some of, you know, off that primary trail both to the
east and west it is really choked out with things Iike cat brier and all
poi son ivy, and prescribed fire would be appropriate to help knock that
stuff back.

And then the second question as far as how much acreage we do in a park
no, we don't do all of it at one shot. And that's to give this theory of
refugia for those animals, plants and animals that need an area that
isn't being disturbed to carry on that population into the next or the
newly burned area. So we rotate those areas that we do the treatnents
in.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS
But -- well, then I'm confused, because | thought that prescribed burns
were for biodiversity. You don't want it all to be the sane, do you?

MR G BBONS

No, we don't. But what they do is they help to kick back plant
succession a bit. So what we have as a result of a burn, depending on
the type of burn we do, but taking Gardiner for an exanple, we night open
up an area that has succeeded over nmany years into what m ght be best
described as a branbles type of situation and open that up again to the
fields that we once had at Gardi ners when there was an agricultural use
particularly on that north end.

And then -- but we also do allow for recruitment fromthose areas that
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aren't burned into the newy burned areas so that we can sustain and
mai ntai n those popul ati ons of plants and animals, but the end all result
is an increase in diversity.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Ckay. Anybody el se have any questions?

LEG CARPENTER
No.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Thank you.

MR G BBONS:
Thanks very rmuch.

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS:
| thought |'d be sonmewhat, you know, bored nmaybe on the second tine
around, but it was, you made it a little different, so thank you.

MR G BBONS:
Appreci ate that.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
It was interesting again.

MR PATTERSON:
We added sone new slides just for you and particularly the one on the
pi ne cones.

CHAlI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Yes. | noticed that you really went into detail.

MR PATTERSON:
The point was an oversight |ast tine.

MR G BBONS:
Thanks for your tine.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Thank you. Good to see you, Bob.

MR CONKLI N:
Thank you, Angie. Good seeing you.
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LEG CARPENTER
Bob, in his capacity with DEC, attends the nonthly Fire |Island Law and

Safety Council neeting over in Fire Island. Good to see you here.

CHAI RPERSON FI ELDS:
Thank you, gentlenen. Modtion to adjourn.

(THE MEETI NG WAS ADJOURNED AT 2:40 P.M)
42
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